
THE PROBLEM
•	 Gun dealers are the most critical link between gun manufacturers and the public. 

They’re also one of the largest sources of illegally trafficked firearms in the nation.1 

•	 Federal law requires anyone engaged in the business of dealing firearms to have 
a license from ATF. However, loopholes in federal law enable dealers to engage in 
illegal business practices and fly under the radar. ATF lacks the necessary resources 
and legal authority to go after these negligent gun dealers. 

•	 While the vast majority of gun dealers operate responsibly, a small and unscrupulous 
group are disproportionately responsible for guns used in crimes. Of the 120 firearms 
dealers with the most crime guns between 1996 and 2000, 13 were in Illinois, the 
second highest concentration of any state. Only two of those 13 dealers had been 
inspected during that period. Four of the dealers had at least 500 crime-gun traces, 
yet not a single one of those four dealers were inspected by ATF.2 

•	 Recent research indicates that 40% of guns used in crimes in Chicago between 2009 and 2014 came from Illinois. Most notably, 
nearly 17% percent of all guns used in crimes in Chicago were sold by just three of the state’s more than 2,400 gun dealers.3 

THE SOLUTION
The Gun Dealer Licensing Act gives Illinois the ability to encourage better business practices among gun dealers and hold 
corrupt dealers accountable. It will help curb a major source of illegally trafficked firearms from entering our communities.

•	 Background Checks for Licensee and Employees: Gun store employees often 
have access to huge inventories of guns and it is a commonsense practice to 
make sure that the dealer and employees are just as responsible as the buyers. 

•	 Transparency and Accountability: Upon licensure, dealers would have their 
places of business, including all records and inventories, open for inspection by 
IDFPR and law enforcement during all hours of operation. 

•	 Training: The bill would require training to ensure that dealers and their employees know how to conduct background checks, 
identify and stop straw purchases, and properly store guns to prevent thefts.  

•	 Video Surveillance System & Security Requirements: The legislation codifies industry best practices by requiring 24/7 video 
surveillance of the business and visible footage of the purchaser in each transaction. 

•	 Business Location Restrictions: The business of a licensee and inventories cannot be within 1,000 feet of any school or daycare 
facility (with an exemption for densely populated areas) or in violation of any local ordinance.

SUPPORT THE GUN DEALER LICENSING ACT
The Gun Dealer Licensing Act gives Illinois the ability to encourage better business practices 
among gun dealers and hold corrupt dealers accountable. It will help curb a major source of 
illegally trafficked firearms from entering our communities.

15STATES
have enacted gun dealer licensing  

laws to close these loopholes.4

Increased regulation of gun dealers to prevent straw purchases has been associated with an 
84% decrease in the number of guns from those dealers used in crime.5
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