
Ten years ago, a gunman murdered 20 children and six adults at Sandy Hook Elementary. 
Heartbroken and outraged, two years into her own recovery journey after being shot, former 
Congresswoman Gabby Giffords decided to channel her pain into purpose. Gabby founded 
the organization today known as Giffords, which has spent the past decade changing hearts, 
minds, and laws. 

Over the last ten years, Giffords has helped pass more than 525 gun safety laws in states 
across the country. This summer, we helped pass the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act, the 
fist federal gun safety law in nearly 30 years. We elected gun safety champions up and down 
the ballot—including the first presidential ticket to run on gun safety. We’ve challenged the 
gun lobby in court and defended lifesaving gun laws. And we’re just getting started. 
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Timeline

Ten years ago, gun safety was still a political third rail. Many people didn’t think federal 
progress on this issue was possible. Despite the headwinds we’ve faced, we’ve succeeded 
in passing lifesaving gun safety laws, weakening the gun lobby, and making gun violence 
prevention a kitchen table topic in homes around the country. We’ve built a movement 
comprised of medical professionals, responsible gun owners, students, and survivors. 
Inspired by the courage of our founder, Gabby Giffords, we have dared to imagine a future 
free from violence—and worked to make that future a reality. 



$150 million raised

19 million pieces of direct mail sent

Sued the NRA for campaign finance violations

550,000 individual donors

2.5 million inboxes reached

Sued ATF to force it to address ghost guns

2,000,000 gifts made

325,000 mentions and expert quotes in the media

Filed more than 100 amicus briefs defending more than three dozen 
local, state, and federal gun laws
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We’ve accomplished so much together, but we still have a long ways to go. 
Gun violence has been on the rise in recent years, and a divided Congress makes 
further federal progress less likely—but not impossible. Together, we can build 
on our accomplishments over the past decade and build a country where no 
American lives in fear of gun violence.

100,000 gun owners joined Giffords Gun Owners for Safety Coalition

More than 460 gun safety champions elected to state and national office

More than 525 gun safety laws passed in nearly every state in the nation

Led or participated in over 40 coalitions at the state and federal levels

$75 million secured for gun violence research in dedicated federal funding

Over 10,000 bills drafted and analyzed

Helped leverage over $1 billion in federal, state and local grants for 
community violence intervention

$10 million invested by new state-funded gun violence research centers

Over 50,000 hours spent lobbying across Congress and more than 30 states


