
COMMUNITY VIOLENCE INTERVENTION EXPLAINED

1

All too often, community violence—and some of its most successful solutions—fail to factor into 
the policy debate about public safety.

Over the last few years, the nation experienced a deadly surge in gun violence. In 2020, we saw the largest 
single-year increase in gun homicides on record, followed by another year of rising gun deaths.1 While 
violence remains at elevated levels, provisional data from the CDC suggests that this alarming trend may be 
reversing course. 

In 2022, firearm-related deaths declined modestly for the first time since the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic, and partial data from 2023 suggests further reductions. Though cause for optimism, gun violence 
continues to devastate far too many lives. Over 48,000 people were killed with guns in 2022, averaging 
nearly 134 gun deaths per day. At least twice as many people were shot and survived.2

UNDERSTANDING COMMUNITY VIOLENCE 

Community violence, one of the most prevalent drivers of the gun violence epidemic, is defined by the CDC 
as violence between “unrelated individuals, who may or may not know each other, generally outside the 
home.”3 This includes homicides, shootings, stabbings, and physical assaults. 

In 2022, over 19,600 lives were taken by homicide—nearly 80%. of which involved firearms—and tens of 
thousands more were injured severely enough to require hospitalization.4 Today, gun violence is the leading 
cause of death for children and adolescents.5

The burden of community violence tends to fall hardest on Black and Latino residents, who are 
disproportionately impacted. Despite making up less than a third of the US population, these groups account 
for more than three-quarters of gun homicide victims in the US.6 These disparities are further exacerbated 
by a historical lack of investment, which puts communities of color in a position where they are far too 
under-resourced to address the magnitude of these issues without a concerted attempt to support  
their efforts. 

WHAT IS CVI?
Community violence intervention (CVI) refers to a set of non-punitive, community-led 
strategies that are designed to interrupt the transmission of violence by engaging those at 
highest risk through the provision of individually tailored support services. 
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