
MEMORANDUM
To:       Interested Parties
From:  GIFFORDS Executive Director Emma Brown
Date: June 26, 2024
Re: There’s no debating Trump’s failures on gun crime

No one knows what convicted felon Donald Trump will say about gun violence, now officially a 
public health crisis, during the first debate on Thursday night. 

On the campaign trail, he has taken every opportunity to double down on his loyalty to the gun 
lobby’s extreme agenda and insisted Iowans “get over it” when parents were still grieving the 
loss of a child. But as president, Trump teased mass shooting survivors with false promises of 
reforms before getting on the phone and taking orders from his gun lobby donors.

What we do know is Trump’s record. Trump refused to close loopholes that would keep guns 
away from those intent on carrying out unfathomable acts of violence in our schools and on our 
streets. Earlier this year, he proudly claimed that he “did nothing” to combat gun violence while 
he was in office. 

When Donald Trump was president, he made the deliberate choice to protect gun industry 
profits over this country’s children. That alone is disqualifying, but with Trump it’s the tip of the 
iceberg. Gun homicides increased by 34% and he had the nerve to brag about doing “nothing” 
to fight gun violence. With guns as the top killer of children and adolescents in this country, 
young people cannot afford another term of Donald Trump putting the gun lobby in charge.

Polls show gun violence remains a top concern of voters. Americans need to know the facts.

THE FACTS:

● Gun homicides increased by 34% when Trump was president.

● 36 hours after the murder of an Iowa sixth grader, Trump told Iowans they “have to get 
over it.”

● Trump bragged to the gun lobby about his refusal to take any action to fight gun 
violence. He told the NRA, “During my four years, nothing happened! ... And there was 
great pressure on me having to do with guns. We did nothing. We didn’t yield.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/25/health/gun-violence-surgeon-general.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-tells-supporters-get-iowa-school-shooting-move-forward-rcna132610
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/28/us/politics/trump-gun-control.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/20/us/politics/trump-gun-control-nra.html
https://www.thedailybeast.com/trump-proudly-brags-that-he-did-nothing-about-guns
https://wonder.cdc.gov/controller/datarequest/D76;jsessionid=524F05790DA89F0383DC0388C7AE
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-tells-supporters-get-iowa-school-shooting-move-forward-rcna132610
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-tells-supporters-get-iowa-school-shooting-move-forward-rcna132610
https://www.thedailybeast.com/trump-proudly-brags-that-he-did-nothing-about-guns


● Trump said he would “terminate” everything Biden has done to save lives from gun 
violence. Voters need to know that means Trump is promising to:

○ Stop federal prosecutions of gun traffickers and straw purchasers.
○ Make it easier for domestic abusers to buy guns by reopening the “boyfriend 

loophole.”
○ Stop background checks from accessing criminal and mental health records for 

gun buyers under the age of 21.
○ Hamper Emergency Risk Protection Orders, also known as “red flag” laws.
○ Halt federal support for successful community violence intervention programs.
○ Eliminate funding for school resource officer training programs related to gun 

violence and youth mental health.
○ Make it easier for criminals to buy untraceable ghost guns.
○ Shutter the White House Office of Gun Violence Prevention.

● Trump blames shootings on mental health, but repeatedly sought to slash mental health 
services and insurance coverage.

○ Tried to cut $1.5 trillion from Medicaid, which “covered 22% of nonelderly adults 
with mental illness and 26% of nonelderly adults with serious mental illness.”

○ Proposed reducing funding for Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration’s (SAMHSA) Mental Health and Substance Abuse Treatment 
Programs by ~$600 million.

■ He later proposed another cut of $142 million.
○ Fought to allow insurers to refuse coverage for people struggling with mental 

illness by repealing the Affordable Care Act.
■ Trump would allow mental illness to once again be considered a 

preexisting condition.
■ Insurers could once again refuse to cover mental health services.

###

GIFFORDS is a nonprofit organization dedicated to saving lives from gun violence. Led by former 
Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords, GIFFORDS shifts culture, changes policies, and challenges injustice, 
inspiring Americans across the country to fight gun violence. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trump-vows-undo-biden-gun-restrictions-if-re-elected-2024-02-10/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/fact-sheet-update-justice-department-s-ongoing-efforts-tackle-gun-violence
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/fact-sheet-update-justice-department-s-ongoing-efforts-tackle-gun-violence
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/fact-sheet-update-justice-department-s-ongoing-efforts-tackle-gun-violence
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/fact-sheet-update-justice-department-s-ongoing-efforts-tackle-gun-violence
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-awards-100-million-reduce-community-violence
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-announces-new-rule-modernize-firearm-definitions
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/11/us/politics/trump-budget.html
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/fact-sheet/facilitating-access-to-mental-health-services-a-look-at-medicaid-private-insurance-and-the-uninsured/
https://mhanational.org/blog/how-trumps-budget-will-affect-people-mental-health-conditions#:~:text=Reduces%20funding%20for%20the%20Substance,and%20Referral%20to%20Treatment%20program.
https://firstfocus.org/resource/fact-sheet-impact-of-the-presidents-2021-budget-on-health/
https://www.nami.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/NAMI_IssueBrief_ACA_11-10-20.pdf
https://giffords.org/

