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From:
To: Hoffman  Daniel L
Cc:
Subject: [EXTERNAL]  clarification request
Date: Tuesday, December 13, 2022 11:58:20 AM
Attachments:

Dear Daniel:
 
I hope this finds you well.  I am writing to see if you might be able to provide some clarification with respect to the treatment of the
Locking Block Rail System (LBRS) used in certain models of pistols in light of the new regulations defining the terms “frame” or
“receiver” of a firearm.  
 
As you may recall,  was approved to import  model pistols.  These pistols use an LBRS which is attached
(pinned) to a polymer grip frame.  The LBRS is not marked, but the grip frame is marked with a serial number on a metal plate
embedded into the frame. 
 
Later,  submitted  model pistols for import classification.  These pistols use the same LBRS as the 
and  models.  While ATF approved the  for import, for the first time, ATF determined that the LBRS as used
in the  is the receiver of the pistol, and therefore informed  that the LBRS was required to be properly
marked with a serial number. 
 
When this discrepancy was pointed out, ATF allowed  to mark the same serial number on the LBRS and on the polymer grip
module (embedded in a metal plate) on the  models.  ATF also allowed  to continue to distribute 
and  model pistols marked as they always have been (i.e., with only a serial number on a metal plate embedded into the grip
frame) until the expiration of those model’s product life.  I have attached correspondence between ATF and  regarding the
foregoing (3/5/2020 letter from Mike Curtis to ) for your information. 
 
As part of integration into the , we are now looking to manufacture ) pistols
at our  location.  To improve manufacturing efficiency and standardize compliance, it would be advantageous to
be able to treat all LBRS modules as used in these  models the same.  Under the new regulations, “[t]he term ‘frame’ means
the part of a handgun, or variants thereof, that provides housing or a structure for the primary energized component designed to
hold back the hammer, striker, bolt, or similar component prior to initiation of the firing sequence (i.e., sear or equivalent), even if
pins or other attachments are required to connect such components to the hosing or structure.”  § 478.12(a)(1).  Based on this
definition, I think you might agree that the grip module of these  model pistols is actually the “frame” because it (the grip
module) provides the housing or structure for the primary energized component designed to hold back the striker prior to initiation
of the firing sequence (not the LBRS). 
 
We would like to get written clarification to avoid any confusion going forward given the previous correspondence from ATF.  Let
me know if that would be possible or if you would like to discuss this matter further. 
 
Very respectfully,

 

 

.
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and solely for the use of the intended recipient. It may contain information that is covered by legal, professional or other privilege.  In addition,
it may contain technical data as defined in the International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR) 22 CFR 120.10. Export of this material is restricted by the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et
seq.) and may not be exported or transferred to non-U.S. persons without prior written approval from the U.S. Department of State. If you are neither the intended recipient of this email nor the person
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this email in error and that any use of it is strictly prohibited. Please notify the sender immediately by reply email
and then delete it from your system.
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